MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
his private fortune and the public fisc.1 Of course, the notion of
the royal power was more primitive than among the Visigoths.
At the death of the king his States were divided between his sons,
but this was a result of the conquest, and was not especially Ger-
manic.2 It is also true that the Prankish kings had no Roman titles,
except, sporadically, under Clovis. But they endeavoured to
maintain contact with the Emperors of Byzantium.3
Thus even among the Franks the traditional Romanism was
preserved.
If we consider these Barbarian kingdoms as a whole we shall
find that they had three features in common. They were absolutist,
they were secular, and the instruments of Government were the
fisc and the treasury.
And these three features were Roman, or, if you will, Byzantine.
The absolutism was no doubt spontaneous. The king was already
extremely powerful as a military leader when the kingdom was
established. Afterwards, on account of the provincials, his power
was bound to assume the form of absolutism.4 It could not have
done otherwise, unless indeed the king had been in the position of
the Anglo-Saxon sovereigns. Nothing could be less Germanic than
the royalty of these military leaders. It was simply personal power;
exactly what we find in the Empire.
In all these kingdoms the absolutism of the king is explained by
his financial power. Everywhere, as the successor of the Emperor,
he disposed of the fisc and the taxes. Now die wealth of the fisc
was enormous. It included the Imperial domain, the forests, the
waste lands, die mines, the ports, and the highways, and there
1	Cf. the situation among the Anglo-Saxons- See w, stitbbs, HMtire
constitutionnelk de VAngktene, edited and translated into the French by
G, XEFEBVKJB and CH. PETTT-DUTAILLIS, Vol. I, Ip07, p. 183.
2	Such division was made only among the Franks, perhaps because at the
moment of Clovis's succession there was no longer an Emperor in the West,
and iii any case the Franks were not then thinking of the Emperor,
3	Theodobert is said to have thought of attacking Byzantium. ior» m$TB»
and ganshof, Histoire du Moyen Age, vol. I, p. 208.
4	there were no hereditary functions. The king, like the Emperor* chose
his functionaries at will.
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